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Turner Construction Co. of Anderson
Building Homes and Relationships that Last

v Nowile Creamer
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founders of Turner Constrection Co, in remembers Frank coming home (rom crazy, but now [ understand,” savs
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the nmumber of homes that other com-
panies do. but what we do build 15
built the right way without cutling
oy COMEers.

“A customer can forgive anything
except poor quality,” Frank adds.
“That's a business axiom that is uni-
versal™

He believes the Tumers® reputation
for quality and craftsmanship has
brought them cusiomers, bul there are
ather factors, as well. One is the
family"s clear commitment to Ander-
wof and to the state.

“Evervone knows that we love
Anderson and Souh Carolina,” says
Frank. who grew up in Columbia and
graduated from Clemson. Both he and

“A customer can f-::-rgive

anything except poor

quality,” says Frank Turner.

“That's a business axiom

that is universal.”

his wife, the former Helen King of
Anderson, are from familics firmly
rooted in rich South Caroling soil,

“Tor us, home building is a business,
bat it goes much deeper than that. We
like to think we're helping to build &
siroaiger L'I'rl:l'll'l'ltlllil:l-' and a Sirongcr
Upstate, a= well as giving people o
reason 1o stay and live in Anderson.
With quality homes come gualily
families. With quality families come
quality communities.”

The evolution of a builder

Both Turners are happy to watch
Anderson thrive, and are happy 10 be
a part of its growth, but Frank came
late o the building and land develop-
ment business,

“I guess it started oul 35 3 young
hushand trying 1o save money by
doing it himself,” Frank says of his
garly con struction efforts. “'When-
ever we had home improvement
projects, 1 did them. And Sean really
gravitated 1o it As a boy. he would
always be around 1o help when 1 was

building something.”™

Frank. an engineer by traiming,. hac
a0 inio business after sery i|1}_: in the
Air Force. In 1993, his pharmaceoticil
sales company was s0ld and Sean
graduated from the University of Rich-
mond after working construction every
summer since his ieens. The two de-
cided o go into business together and
formed Turmer & Turmer Construction
Co., Inc.

“It was something that we had talked
about for a long time, and the tming
was just right,” Sean says, "'l knew
Dad wasn't ready to rebire, S0 11 Was 3
logical step.”

With Helen Turner and her brother
Ralph King. the company s first
project was (o tum the family™s 143.
pcre farm into Kings Grant, an upscile
subdivision in northerm Anderson
County. It is named in honor of ther
late father, long-time Anderson County
Prohate Judge Ralph King, Sr.

Kings Grani features 1340 winoched
lots nestled na senene country setiing



minutes from shopping and the Con-
cord/MeCants/Hannah schools. Homes
average 2,500 to 3,000 square feet and
tend to attract “move-up” buyers, “Our
homeowners are usually families who
have lived in one or mone homes and
come 10 us with a strong sense of what
they want in a new home,” says Frank.
Meighborhood amenitics include

underground utilities, cable TY, curb-
ing and street lights—in other words,
urbin CONYENIEnCes in i Serene, coun-

Iry setting. More than half are custom,
contract homes, and all plans must be
approved by an architectural review
board o preserve the cusiom feel and
ook of the neighborhood.

“Chur whole family loves the out-
doors,” Sean says. “As a young boy, |
can remember coming out 1o this same
property with my grandfuther when it
wits Tarmland and woods, It's impor-
gant o ws that it remain very natoral.

“We work with our clients 1o Keep a4

bot of green space, Lo retain s many
trees as possible and to Keep natural
baiffers for privacy.”
Division of labor

Sean oversees the construction end
of Turner Construction, while Frank
uses his business and engineenng
backeround o concentrate on the real
estate and development side of the
business—Iland planning, infrastruc-
ture, market analysis and sales,

“We enjoy doing different things,

The caramac Mg floor lumished by Mase's Tike, Marbla & Stona; appliancas sne (rom Buildensay of Andarsen, Photo © by Stephen 3tinson Photography.
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but we'ne always there (o help coch
says Frunk

They really complement one anolher
in i s of the latest computer tech-
noloey. Frank grew up on the culiing

otlher oat,”

edge of computers, when they were the

size of mome af the homes il tedo
He has a firm grasp of the computer’s
usciulness 15 a management ool
Sean understands the power of the
Internet and how i1 can be used as an

"
fireptace ig by Thulman Easbem, mar i ) i.l |.\_.|_|"|I'.i 1w Bcons: Tila F"'Il_l"' & by Stophen St

information amd marketing tool. 1S
amazing what you can find and do
with computers today,” he says. “IUs
nol regional anymore—Ahe informa
tion comes from anywhere.”

While they enjoy the benefits of
technology, they are careful to re-
search and use only proven innova
tions 1 the '|'||||||_|i|'|g pProcess itself.

“Computers eliminate a lot of the
hassle and paperwork,” Frank says.

it hardwood Boors by Jordan
1 Phobogeraehy,

Lurnber Gompany, The giss

“huat we've found that, Lor the mas
part, the old ways still work best when
it comes to building. We rely on
Proven |'|||.'-.;||,|q;l*- and meethods.™

Thene is also another member of e
Tumer Construction Cio. "I'.l'.II||:|" ihe
teanm of highly skilbed subcontractors and
craftsmien the Tiemers have assemblad.

“We have the best sub< yiou can
find,” bath say, almost in unisom.

“They are professionals,” says




Frank. “They understand our commit-
ment to quality and they understand
what our customers want. We certainly
wouldnt be where wie ane today with-
oul them.”™

*In the end, we're only as good as
they ans skilled,” adds Sean.

Plans for the foture

Kings Grant entered Phase 111 in
1999 with Turner Construction build-
ing six to 10 homes a year there and in
other neighborhoods, especially on and
around the lake, Frank hopes 1o retine
in a few years and leave the business
srowing in Sean’s capable hands.

Its clear that the growth and de-
velopment of the Anderson commu-
nity will continue to be important 1o
baoth Turners, and they clearly believe
in giving back. Both have volunteered
amd built several Habitat for Humanity
homes, and are currently building a
new juvenile justice camp in Aneder-
son, where Sean lends his expertise 1o

This concrals and beick pabio with is bulli-in Tiower

Staphen Slinson Photography

the Governor's Youth Council.

Sean is also 4 boand member of the
Anderson Home Builders Associalian
and Frank serves with Advance Ander-
won on the Economic Development
and Infrastructure comminees, and 15
on the Hammond Water Board.

“This is a healthy community and &
reat place to live,” says Frank, “but
we need a process to ensure that con-
ciruction is of excellent quality and
that growth is managed well,

“We've taken giant steps in this di-
rection over the past few years., bul it
will take government, business and
public support to conlinue. Everyone s
investment in this community can and
should continue to grow, bat we need
to work to provide opportunity for all
sections of the county and all segmeents
of the population,”

Frank and Sean Tumer ane dong
their part 1o provide beautiful, quality
homes for Anderson's families and Lo

Sean oversees Turner Con-
struction, while his

father Frank concentrates
on real estate and develop-
ment. Their first project was
Kings Grant, a 148-acre
subdivision named for
Helen King Turner and
Ralph King's father.

give back to their community in an
individual way. Beyond that. they ane
contributing to the seccess of Ander
son for decades to come.

Bk

CONTACT Turner Construction &
PO Box 4275, Anderson, SC 20621,

Telephone 864-964-0493.
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